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companies that are planning to set up in the kingdom?
Our aspiration is to make the Kingdom of Bahrain a hub for 

providing energy related services and training. In addition Bah-
rain will continue to be a major centre for organising interna-
tional oil and gas conferences, workshops and specialised oil 
and gas training courses.

We will capitalise on the experienced Bahraini workforce, the 
excellent communication network and the well-developed infra-
structure in the kingdom. In pursuing our aspiration we will form 
alliances with reputed international societies such as the Society 
of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), the American Association of Pe-
troleum Geologists (AAPG), the Society of Petrophysicists and 
Well Log Analysts (SPWLA), along with others. 

 Moreover, we will continue to synchronise our efforts with 
the member states of the Co-operation Council for the Arab 
States of the Gulf (GCC); co-operate with the leading interna-
tional service providers in the energy sector; and develop fur-
ther relations with leading training and academic institutions 
in the oil and gas sector.

Bahrain is planning to establish the first service company to 
provide well services to oil and gas companies operating in the 
kingdom. Our vision is to then build upon this nucleus to estab-
lish an integrated centre for providing oil and gas services on a 
regional scale.

Furthermore, Bahrain is planning to expand its refining, petro-
chemical and gas liquefaction capabilities. These initiatives will 

Continued on Page 8

(EPC) in the first quarter of 2013 with mechanical completion 
scheduled for first quarter of 2016. 

Ò While the normal operating capacity of the new pipeline will 
be 350,000 barrels per day (bpd), it will have the capability to be 
operated at up to 400,000 bpd, but in the interim period, between 
pipeline commissioning and the commissioning of the newly 
renovated and expanded refinery, the new pipeline will operate 
at 230,000 bpd, similar to our current refinery capacity,” he says. 

The Bapco Modernisation Programme (BMP) is intended to 

maximise the utilisation of this key infrastructure project which is 
one of the largest ever of its kind for Bahrain.

On the plans to develop Bahrain as the regional gas hub, Sheikh 
Ahmed says a joint Noga-nogaholding-Bapco team recommended 
that a dedicated LNG terminal for the importation of LNG should 
be constructed in Bahrain. Approval was given to negotiate with 
selected bidders to commission a build, operate and own (BOO) 
LNG terminal. The team is also looking at the floating storage and 
regasification unit (FSRU) concept. 

The following are the excerpts from the interview:

What was the purpose and outcome of your recent visit to 
the US where you met top officials of leading US petroleum 
companies?

The purpose of the visit was to re-establish face-to-face contact 
with some leading US international oil companies (IOCs) and to 
meet some of the top international oil and gas field service pro-
viders. The visit was motivated by my belief that the future chal-
lenges which the petroleum industry needs to manage can best be 
addressed by collaboration between the host Governments (repre-
sented by national oil companies or authorities), the IOCs and the 
major oil and gas field service companies. The ability to establish 
synergic co-operation between these key players will determine, 
to a large extent, our success in dealing with the oil and gas chal-
lenges of the future.

I shared this view with the IOCs and oil and gas field service 
companies, and had the opportunity to listen to their analysis 
while reviewing the research work that is currently in progress to 
provide the industry with better solutions for meeting current and 
future exploration and production challenges. 

Has your team of petroleum experts identified any cutting-
edge oil exploration and production technology that could be 
used for BahrainÕ s exploration and production?

In early 2010, after around 80 years of primary production, 

Bahrain started an exciting project to re-develop the Bahrain 
oil and gas field. This initiative is being executed jointly with 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation (Oxy) and Mubadala Devel-
opment Company to significantly increase the daily production 
and to enhance the ultimate recovery from the various oil and 
gas reservoirs in the Bahrain field. 

The Master Development Plan (MDP) agreed between Noga 
and Tatweer Petroleum is being implemented in co-operation 
with the leading international oil and gas field service companies 
and includes many projects to test the applicability of cutting edge 
tertiary oil and gas production techniques. 

These projects are designed to mobilise the Bahrain field’s heavy 
oil reservoirs, lower residual oil saturation of the Mauddud gas 
cap, increase recovery from the field by using a periphery water 
injection programme and create a better visual representation of 
the subsurface geology of the producing field and offshore areas. 

As every reservoir has its own unique characteristics and chal-
lenges, our project team will have to establish and maintain a 
learning curve that is specific to each project or asset. 

Our team had the opportunity to share the preliminary results 
of the various pilot projects with their counterparts in the IOCs 
and oil and gas field service companies. These companies in 
turn shared a number of their research and development projects 
which may have potential applications for Bahrain. 

NogaÕ s blueprint is to make Bahrain the hub of the regionÕ s 
energy sector. Could you identify any specific energy-related 
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